De Haas

Lancaster County, Pa. Practically nothing is
known of his early life prior to his entry into the
military service other than that he had married
Eleanor Bingham. He was commissioned en-
sign of the Provincial Battalion of Pennsylvania
in December 1757, and was stationed at Fort
Augusta on the Susquehanna River. In 1758 he
participated in the Forbes expedition against the
French at Fort Duquesne, and from then on to
the dose of the war he served continuously, his
last campaign being with Col, Henry Bouquet
[q.v.] on the western frontier. From 1765 until
1779 he was a local magistrate in Lancaster
County and was engaged in the iron industry of
that place. On the outbreak of the Revolution,
without waiting for a commission, he raised a
company of militia on his own responsibility.
The Continental Congress appointed him colonel
of the ist Pennsylvania Battalion on Jan. 22,
1776 (Journals of the Continental Congress, vol.
IV, 1906, p. 78). By that time his regiment was
already on its way to join Gen. Benedict Arnold
on his ill-fated Canadian expedition. He joined
his regiment and rendered valuable service, sav-
ing Arnold from possible capture by the British
commander Forster at Lachine, by arriving with
four companies and forcing Forster to retire to
Fort Allen, at the head of Montreal Island. Dur-
ing June 1776 Arnold kept De Haas's detach-
ment "dancing between Sorel and Montreal,"
and soon thereafter the invading army, defeated
and thinned by desertion, fell back on Fort Ti-
conderoga. The troops of the ist Pennsylvania
Battalion reached their homes in December, and
afterward formed the nucleus for the 2nd Penn-
sylvania Regiment, Continental Line. De Haas
was commissioned brigadier-general of the Con-
tinental Line, Feb. 21, 1777, but at the close of
that year he suddenly resigned his commission
and returned to Lancaster County. His resigna-
tion has never been fully explained. He seems
to have been a strict disciplinarian and hence
made enemies in the service; but Washington
believed him to be a capable officer and regretted
his loss. In 1778 De Haas offered his services to
the board of war to lead an expedition against
the Indians who had raided the Wyoming Val-
ley. He collected some local militia and marched
to the scene, but Gen, Arnold sent Col. Hartley
with a detachment of regular troops and orders
to take command. The next year De Haas moved
to Philadelphia where he remained until his
death.

[Abram Hess, "The Life and Services of Gen, John
Philip de Haas," in Lebanon Hist. Soc. Papers, vol.
VII, no. a (1916) ; Washington Papers (Lib. of Cong.),
Correspondence with the Military* BIIf pt. 2, 357; Pa.
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DE HAVEN, EDWIN JESSE (May;, 1816-
May i, 1865), naval officer, was the son of Wil-
liam and Maria (McKeever) De Haven of Phil-
adelphia. He was a descendant of Evert in den
Hofen who in 1690 emigrated to Philadelphia
(now Montgomery) County, Pa., from Mul-
heim on the Ruhr, Germany (H. D. H. Ross,
History of the De Haven Family, ist cd., 1894,
App.). Entering the navy on Oct. 2, 1829, as a
midshipman, he made his first cruise on the
Natchez in the West Indies. In 1832-35 he was
with the Brazil Squadron, first on the Lexington
and later on the Natchez, being advanced in the
latter year to the grade of passed midshipman.
In 1837 he went to sea on the Fabnouth and saw
service in the Pacific. Two years later at Callao
he joined the Vinccnncs, the flagship of the
Wilkes exploring expedition, receiving the rating
of acting master, and during the next three years
visited the Antarctic continent, many of the isl-
ands of the Pacific, and the west coast of North
America. When the sloop Peacock, one of the
vessels of this expedition, was wrecked at the
mouth of the Columbia River, De Haven saved
the lives of a boat's crew and received the thanks
of the Navy Department for his bravery. He
was commissioned lieutenant on Sept. 21, 1841,
taking rank from Sept. 8. After serving on sev-
eral vessels of the Home Squadron, in 1847-48
he was attached to the steamer Mississippi and
took part in the Mexican War. He next was em-
ployed at the Naval Observatory in Washington
under Lieut. Matthew F. Maury [#.z/.], the noted
meteorologist.

Early in 1850 the federal government, in co-
operation with Henry Gritmell, a wealthy New
York merchant, decided to send an expedition in
search of Sir John Franklin and his companions
who disappeared in the Arctic region in 1845
while on a voyage of discovery. Having had ex-
perience in polar exploration and having ac-
quired a reputation as a scientific officer, De
Haven was chosen to command the expedition.
Most of the month of April 1850 he spent in New
York preparing his fleet for sea. It consisted of
two small brigs, the Advance and the Rescue,
with a complement of thirty-three officers and
seamen. According to his instructions, the chief
object of the expedition was to search for Frank-
lin and his companions and relieve them if found,
and the secondary object was to acquire scientific
information. On May 22 he sailed from New
York and two months later to the westward of
Greenland began his search for the missing Eng-
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